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preserving our common Jewish identity and
his profound appreciation for the role played
by American Jewry, the bridge between the
small Jewish state and the tested ally and
true friend of the world’s sole super power,
which too has painfully faced Arab ter-
rorism. He is under heavy criticism for this
dovish transformation from his own Likkud
party and Israelis at large to end an intoler-
able situation that no state would put up
with. His targeting of Palestinian leaders en-
gaged in organized terror in which Arafat’s
non-democratic and corrupt Palestinian Au-
thority is a key factor, aims at reducing the
level of violence while avoiding the risk of a
wider war which, I believe, might not be pre-
vented after all. From the political left,
Yossi Beilin, the former Justice Minister and
architect of the Oslo Accords, told us of
Sharon’s need to negotiate with Arafat even
under fire. However, the latter’s message of
non-compromise is quite clear. Colonel (Res.)
Yigal Carmon, president of the Middle East
Media and Research Institute, proved to us
that the Arab leaders use double-talk in
English and Arabic. They are denying the
very basic assumptions of Jewish
peoplehood, its link to the land of Israel and
sacred bond to Jerusalem’s Temple Mount,
intent on covering Israel with Palestinian
refugees, whom they abandoned. Employing
traditional anti-Semitism, they also dis-
regard the Holocaust and continue to teach
their children to demonize Israelis and be-
come terrorists-martyrs.

Israel can not afford to give up its vision of
peace for itself and its neighbors, it is rooted
in its very being, sacrificing so long, much
for it. For now, it must insist that survival
comes first till Abba Eban’s proven maxim
will be disproved that ‘‘the Palestinians
never miss an opportunity to miss an oppor-
tunity.’’
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, many thou-

sands of families across this Nation were hurt
in terrible and tragic ways by the terrorist at-
tacks last week in New York City and Wash-
ington, D.C.

For them, there will be no closure, a word
I dislike, because I believe it is simply a word
used by those not directly affected to make
themselves feel better.

Those who lost loved ones or those who
suffered very severe injuries will have to learn
to cope with their losses and/or their injuries in
the best way possible, but it will be extremely
difficult, especially for parents who lost sons or
daughters or small children who lost a mother
or father.

So I certainly do not in any way want to
minimize their losses.

But, there has been an outpouring of love,
kindness and patriotism like I have never seen
in my lifetime.

There are thousands of people across this
country attempting to do everything they can
to bring good out of this bad, triumph out of
tragedy—horrible, horrible tragedy.

We have all been moved by many wonder-
ful people and the stories of the good they
have done.

But I want to especially call to the attention
of my colleagues, and readers of the record all

over the Nation, the actions of Melissa Kesling
and the words of Justin Wright, two out-
standing young people from East Tennessee.

Melissa is a 15-year-old sophomore at Far-
ragut High School in West Knox County, just
outside the City of Knoxville.

She had worked for many months as a clerk
in a doctor’s office and as a babysitter to save
money for a trip to Spain.

On her own, without her parents ever know-
ing, she donated her entire savings of $1,100
to the American Red Cross to assist in their
work arising out of these attacks.

Justin is a fifth-grade student at Ball Camp
Elementary School, also in Knox County.

He was given an assignment to write about
his feelings following the tragedies of Sep-
tember 11. He wrote the following words
(words I wish all Americans could read):

ATTACK ON THE U.S.A.

I wonder why someone would do such a
horrible thing? Whoever caused this tragedy
will be greatly punished.

At first I was scared because we live near
Oak Ridge, which has lots of nuclear weap-
ons. If the terrorists had attacked Oak
Ridge, we might have been injured or killed.

There may be a war, but I am not afraid.
Many men will be put to the test. I believe
in their ability to find and punish the mo-
rons responsible. I am still very upset, and I
wish I had some way to help the government
figure out who is responsible. If I were old
enough, I would volunteer to be a fighter
pilot and help punish these terrorists.

I feel so sorry for all the victims and their
families. I am glad that my family was nei-
ther on the airplanes nor in the damaged
buildings. If I were old enough, I would go to
New York and Washington to help the vic-
tims.

I have chosen not to dwell on this tragedy.
I will live my life in a cautious manner, but
I will not let the threat of terrorism ruin my
life. Our money says, ‘‘In God We Trust’’,
and this is what we should do. We need to
put our trust in God each and every day. The
Lord is our shepherd, and He will guide us
through the rest of our lives. I AM PROUD
TO BE AN AMERICAN!!!!!!!!

We would not need to worry about the fu-
ture of this Nation if all of our young people
were outstanding citizens and patriotic Ameri-
cans like Melissa Kesling and Justin Wright. I
am very proud of both of them.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained during the following rollcall vote. Had
I been present, I would have voted as indi-
cated below.

Rollcall No. 343: ‘‘Yea.’’

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM MCDONOUGH
ON BEING AWARDED THE 2001 JO-
SEPH AND FRANK DUVENECK
HUMANITARIAN AWARD FOR NA-
TIONAL SERVICE
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor a proud American, William McDonough,
who is being honored with the 2001 Josephine
and Frank Duveneck Humanitarian Award for
national service on Saturday, September 22,
2001, in Los Altos Hills, California.

Recognized in 1999 as a ‘‘Hero for the
Planet’’ by Time Magazine, William
McDonough was the recipient of the first and
only Presidential Award for Sustainable Devel-
opment in 1996. An architect by training, he
has dedicated his life to reconnecting our citi-
zens with their surrounding environment.

The founder of William McDonough & Part-
ners, William McDonough’s architectural firm
was created to celebrate the creativity of the
human spirit and the abundance of nature.
Through his work and his advocacy, William
McDonough has consistently displayed an
abiding respect for ecology, social equity and
economy. Heeding an ultimate objective of re-
moving potential poisons from all products,
factories, and the natural landscape, William
McDonough creates consumer goods with bio-
degradable and synthetic materials that can
be recycled for future use. Many of the build-
ings he has designed create more energy than
they use in their own operation, an extraor-
dinarily important innovation for California and
the rest of the nation. William McDonough has
designed products and office buildings for
Nike, The Gap, and Palm, Inc.

William McDonough has dedicated his pro-
fessional life to strengthening the economic
and spiritual ties between our environment
and ourselves. It is therefore fitting that he is
being honored with the 2001 Josephine and
Frank Duveneck Humanitarian Award. Mr.
Speaker, I ask my colleagues today to join me
in honoring this special man who has given so
much to our community and our environment.
We are indeed a better country, a better plan-
et and a better people because of him.
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in
honor of four heroic individuals from Wash-
ington State who gave their lives protecting
our precious national forests. On July 10,
2001, Tom Craven, Karen Fitzpatrick, Jessica
Johnson, and Devin Weaver died while bat-
tling a fire in the Okanogan National Forest.
The House of Representatives, rightly so, has
already passed a resolution honoring these
firefighters, but I would like to share with my
colleagues, and indeed the rest of the nation,
a little more about these courageous young
Americans whose lives were cut far too short.

Tom Craven, of Ellensburg, began working
for the Forest Service as a firefighter in 1990.
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